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Japanese pictures. " I find them interesting
but not inspiring " the friend wrote. It is
just this lack of inspiration, of the urge of the
spirit, that I have felt; the absence of the
inscrutable face that should be looking in
upon us through all the windows of art.

Japanese art has achieved perfection in
design, but design is not the ultimate quality
of art. It is the business of design to weave
exquisite nets to ensnare the flying feet of
Beauty, and hold them fast among the fluctua-
tions of life's commonplaces; but the highest
function of art is not that of snaring, but of
release; the setting free of the soul from the
entanglements of life in order that it may rise
to the level of Beauty and become one with
her.

This release and uplift does not come through
technique or emotion or idea. It springs
from a deeper level, falls from a loftier height,
than poetical feeling or aesthetical sentiment.
These excellent qualities in Japanese art are
sometimes referred to by Japanese writers as
"spiritual," but that word is treated more in
accordance with its ancient dignity when it
stands for the manifestation of a profounder